St. John’s C of E (VA) Primary School
Collective Worship Policy

Date:  
May 2010
Date of next review:
   May 2012
 

Philosophy

St. John’s C of E School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided School.

Collective Worship is a time in the day when we are able to fulfill our mission and it gives us the opportunity to come together as a school community to:

· Pray

· Reflect

· Share

· Celebrate

· Praise

· Explore 
· Consider

· Give thanks

It is attended by all pupils and staff.  Since St. John’s is a voluntary aided school, it is a condition of teachers' employment that they attend and play a full part in the daily act of Collective Worship.  Any visitors in school are very welcome to join in Acts of Collective Worship.
Aims

It is our aim at St. John’s that worship should:-
· give expression to, and reaffirm and practise the values of the school community

· allow reflection and response to the fundamental questions of life and those things that are of eternal concern and value to human beings

· celebrate and give thanks for the achievements within the school, local and international community and occasions of significance, including festivals.

· foster and enable a concern for the needs of others, a recognition of the vulnerability of self and of others. 

· contribute to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of each child.
· develop our understanding of Anglican tradition.
The calm, peaceful, reflective, special atmosphere of Collective Worship provides members of the school community with the opportunity to:  

· praise and reach out to God.
· experience stillness and quiet.

· respond to Christian language and symbolism.

· experience a variety of forms of prayer and meditation. These might include praise, seeking forgiveness, asking on behalf of self and others or quiet reflection.
· acknowledge the wider world and raise pupils’ curiosity.
· be touched by the awe and mystery of the world

· appreciate that we are the ‘stewards’ of Gods’ world.

· understand justice and responsibility

· ask fundamental questions about the purpose of being and about moral and ethical stances. 

· begin to understand the nature and purpose of worship and to build a  foundation for a mature understanding and practice of worship in the future.

· learn and celebrate values we hold to be important.

Legal Status of Collective Worship

All acts of worship are in accordance with the school's Trust Deed and reflect the

Anglican status of the school.  The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at a maintained school shall on each day take part in an act of Collective Worship’. The daily act of collective worship is of fundamental importance to a Church school. It is required to fit with the religious character of the school's foundation. In other words the law on collective worship in a community school, that it "should be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character" does not apply in a Church school, where it should be clearly Christian.   
The school recognises that there is a difference between Acts of Collective

Worship and the assembly of pupils (see Appendix 1 for definitions). On some occasions assembly may proceed or follow an Act of Collective Worship. When this happens the transition from assembly to Worship will be marked in some suitable way e.g. the lighting of a candle or reflecting on an image on the OHP, moment of silences and reflection etc.
Rights of Withdrawal

At St. John’s School we seek to be an inclusive community and we aim to ensure that our Collective Worship is sensitive so that all pupils feel that they can participate and contribute, and so that all can gain and feel valued as people and supported whatever their belief system.  However, we respect the right of parents to withdraw their children for Collective Worship. This school expects that withdrawal will only be made following parental discussion with the Head Teacher/worship co-ordinator followed by written confirmation of withdrawal.  The school provides suitable supervision for pupils withdrawn from Acts of Collective Worship. However, no additional work is set or followed in this time.

This right of withdrawal does not extend to assemblies.

Management of Collective Worship

The Governing Body is responsible for:

o Ensuring that the Foundation of the school is honoured and that the worship

policy is firmly based upon the intentions set down in the Trust Deed.

o Ensuring that the Collective Worship Policy is put into practice and monitored

by the appropriate Governor.

o Engaging an appropriate inspector to carry out the Section 23 Inspection of a

church school alongside the OFSTED Inspection.

The Head Teacher coordinates Collective Worship in the school.  The responsibilities are listed below: 

· To write the school’s policy for Collective Worship in consultation with the other interested parties.
· To liaise with the R.E. coordinator

· To ensure that all staff are aware of and use the policy document.

· To review the policy on a regular basis.

· To plan an overall balanced programme of worship for the year.

· To draw up assembly rotas including visitors to lead worship.

· To involve colleagues, pupils and visitors in worship.

· To advise on planning, ideas and resources.

· To be responsible for ordering, maintaining and displaying resources.

· To administer the budget for Collective Worship.

· To monitor and evaluate, with others, Collective Worship in all its forms.

· To report to the governors.

· To arrange INSET for staff.

· To keep up to date with recent publications, attend Diocesan courses and

disseminate information and feedback to staff.

· To liaise with the incumbent, governing body and Diocesan officers on matters relating to Collective Worship.

Organisation
Most acts of Collective Worship take place in the school hall.  However, on some occasions, it may be necessary for staff to lead collective worship in classrooms.  When children are attending day visits or residential visits, members of staff will make a suitable time and space for a short act of collective worship to take place.  The Governors have agreed that when the school attends a Church service during the day, this will replace the usual Act of Collective Service in the school.  

Special celebrations take place in Church and some are marked with a Eucharist service.
To provide pupils with variety in their experience of worship, Acts of Collective Worship may take the form of a whole school act of worship for all pupils or separate Acts of Worship for pupils in different age groups or school groups. Collective Worship may be held at any time during the school day and for an appropriate duration (typically 15 – 20 minutes) which will be at the discretion of the person leading the Collective Worship.  
The range of Collective Worship includes; Whole School worship based on weekly theme led by either a member of staff or a visitor, hymn practice with brief act of worship, Red badge commendation, worship led by classes which parents are encouraged to attend.

Each half term there is a theme for Collective worship. These are published at the

beginning of the term and a reminder is included in the weekly staff news. It is

expected that those leading worship each week (including visitors) will relate their worship to this theme and that teachers will re-enforce this in reflections throughout the week. The themes chosen are broad so as to allow all those leading worship to approach the theme from their own perspective. This will mean that by the end of the week the pupils will have had the opportunity to reflect on the theme from a variety of viewpoints. This pattern is flexible and on occasions it is recognised that worship leaders may feel that they need to respond to local or national events. Good collective worship relates to the pupils and their religious development and experience, and to the life of the school.

Some of the weekly themes (particularly at the beginning and end of terms and half terms) are taken from the Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) of the DfES’ framework entitled ‘Excellence and Enjoyment’.  To ensure that these resources have a specifically Christian aspect, they are adapted and backed up by additional resources (detailed in the Resources section that follows). 
Celebration of festivals and Saints’ Days is built in at the planning stage and  Bible stories originating from both the old and new testament.      
The Head Teacher reviews Collective Worship regularly through discussion and surveys to pupil and staff.  One of the schools foundation governors has the role of monitoring Collective Worship at the school.

Assessment of Collective Worship is carried out by the Head Teacher and nominated governor and is achieved through:-

· checking that practice matches aims and objectives.

· observation of children’s attentiveness and level of interest.

· classroom feedback from pupils, both written and verbal.

· comments from parents visitors and governors.

· the extent of the influence upon pupils’ attitude and behaviour thoughout the

school day.

· self-evaluation/comment by the teacher, on the daily planning sheet.

Staff meetings are used for discussion and the update of information as and when

necessary.

Resources

Resources for worship are available to all staff and kept by the Head Teacher in her office. The school has a budget annually to develop these resources. 
‘Values for Life’  by Shahne Vickery, Catherine Coster, and Verity Holloway (Primary advisers to the Diocese of Gloucester, Bristol and Salisbury) is a resource that supports primary schools in promoting the teaching of Christian Values and is the main resource being used at St. John’s from September 2007.  

SEAL  

Useful guidance for visitors can be found at: www.culham.ac.uk/care/
This is part of the 'Clergy and RE Project' managed at Culham Institute, although there is plenty of valuable information for all visitors in school who lead worship. There is a useful 'Resources' section with references to print materials for Collective Worship. 

The National Society has a number of publications on Collective Worship which are well worth purchasing. Details can be found at: www.natsoc.org.uk (Search for: Collective Worship Publications). 

RE Today provides 'Space for Reflection', an online resource of assemblies, articles and other support for collective worship, updated every half term and to reflect topical news. This is available to all RE today subscribers, details can be found at: www.retoday.org.uk/subs.htm
Guidelines for Collective Worship.
Collective worship is an important vehicle for pupils to explore and share beliefs, consider the importance of prayer, meditation and silence, the relevance of ideas and beliefs to their own lives, think about the needs of others and develop a sense of community
To create a sense of occasion for worship and to enhance the atmosphere and demonstrate the value which is placed upon it, the school has established a number of elements to ensure that Acts of Collective Worship are distinct and different to the normal curriculum:

· The school community is called to the hall by the ringing of the school bell. 

· Pupils enter in silence as music is played.

· The leader of the Act of Collective Worship opens the Act by saying ‘Peace be with you’ to which the children and adults reply ‘And also with you’.  This may be followed by the sharing of the Peace.

· A candle on a table will be lit to signify that this time is set apart as a special time.  A comment about the candle as it is being lit sets the scene.
· There will be a cross on the table.

· There will be a bible on the table or another form of visual focus (object or artefact) relating to the theme that will engage the visual learning and reinforce the theme.

· The specific elements that must always be incorporated into an Act of Collective Worship are:

· Refection or stillness (silence) so that the pupils can think about the content of the worship and reflect on its meaning for themselves.

· Prayer

· A comment on the connection between the content of the Act of Collective Worship and the life/teachings of Jesus.
· The end of the Act of Collective worship is closed by the leader saying ’Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord’.  To which the children and adults reply ‘In the name of Christ’.

· Administration items may take place preceding or following an Act of Collective Worship, but there must be a clear beginning and end to the Act itself, so that the two things are separate.

· Pupils exit silently as appropriate music is played.

ELEMENTS OF WORSHIP

“There are times when worship will be quiet, contemplative and serene and others when laughter, music and dance will be the appropriate form of expression.”

Atmosphere is all-important in creating the right foundation for Collective Worship. Quiet, orderly behaviour and respectful attitudes on entering, leaving and throughout the assembly are expected. Staff enhance the atmosphere by their presence and participation. 
Music is played at the beginning and end of the assembly. Pupils’ attention is drawn to it each day and a simple explanation/ description which may be given in the Hymn Practice. Where possible, music and songs should fit with the theme.  Music and songs can serve to aid reflection, but they might also be chosen to add drama, or be uplifting/energising as is appropriate to the theme.  Music can be used to listen to - as well as for singing. A well chosen piece of music can help create an atmosphere for worship and reflection. 
Stories and talks are carefully chosen to fulfil the objectives of Collective Worship. Stories of a religious or secular nature may be used whilst personal anecdote from pupils, teachers and visitors is effective in expressing that which is important in our own lives. Particular emphasis is laid upon helping children to understand themselves better, to develop empathy and to face up to moral issues.

Songs are chosen from a wide variety of traditional and modern hymns and choruses. One or two are used at each assembly, relative to the theme and there is sometimes percussion accompaniment provided by the children. Some are learned by heart and actions are incorporated, whilst others are displayed on the overhead projector. Hymns and songs create the opportunity for children to express thoughts and feelings that are difficult to put into words; and they provide a real source of pleasure.

Prayer and reflection are the most personal part of an act of worship. Collective Worship in school should provide opportunities for children to be taken to the threshold of prayer, and to cross it if they wish, in a way that respects the integrity of all present. Participation in prayer can never be imposed but we stress the need for stillness, reflection and respect for others. Silence, written prayers, impromptu prayers, The Lord’s Prayer, children’s prayers and the school prayer may be used. A large candle is lit and provides a focus for pupils’ thoughts. Reflection and thinking time are given some direction by the leader in order to concentrate pupils’ response.

Scripture sentences may be quoted from the Bible and, where appropriate, from sacred books and writings of other world faiths. Longer passages may be used as readings.

Presentation sets the tone within the act of worship. In keeping with the reverent

atmosphere, use is also made of visual aids, artefacts, drama, demonstration and video.
Pupils have identified (spring 2007) that they like a variety of different approaches to Acts of Collective Worship, particularly involving people and children.  Those involved in Collective Worship should ensure that the presentation is appealing with voices which are loud enough and 'listenable'.
Class assemblies give pupils the opportunity to lead Collective Worship.  Whilst they are not performances, they need to be practised and rehearsed so that the contributors and audience benefit from a quality experience.  To ensure that what is being communicated is clear, staff must ensure that pupils speak:

· Loudly

· Slowly

· Clearly

· Precisely, pronouncing words and final sounds properly.

Pupils should have their heads up and make eye contact with the audience, designating a focal point helps.  

Links with R.E. and the Curriculum are incorporated wherever possible. Common themes link R.E. and Collective Worship. The apt choice of story can link worship with current topic work e.g. ‘Caring’ = ‘Florence Nightingale’ = ‘Victorians’. Assemblies can be followed up in the classroom by further discussion and emphasis throughout the day. There is often an overlap between Collective Worship and Personal and Social Education.
N.B. No worship programme can ever be entirely pre-planned. There will always be the spontaneous moment or occasion when it is important, spiritually, to focus on the immediate, so that pupils become aware of how the spiritual dimension transcends all our experience. Do not worry if the theme is neglected, occasionally, just ensure your records show why!
Appendices:

1. Definitions 

2. The Lord’s Prayer

DEFINITIONS

Worship: can be defined as paying homage to (revering) that which is of worth

(“Worth-ship.”) Religious Worship is the acknowledgement of ‘worth’ which is

attributable to a supreme being. Worth can also be registered in other people and in

values and attitudes.

School Assembly: is a gathering of the school community; it is often used to

celebrate and focus on the life and values of the community itself.

Corporate Worship: is a gathering of a body (‘corpus’) of believers and presupposes

a particular religious commitment.

Collective Worship: is a gathering of a ‘collection’ of people of diverse, religious,

agnostic and non-religious backgrounds and does not pre-suppose any particular

religious commitment.

NB: We note that Collective Worship and Assembly are not one and the same thing.

They are, in essence, different from each other, but in practice they often overlap.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done

On Earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day, our daily bread

And forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us

And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever 

Amen 
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